142                                   FKANCE.

power of men of opposite parties, which France as yet
has never known, would gradually educate the people,
and produce moderate and practical opinions in politics.
Moreover, it must be remembered that the Republic
has had to contend hitherto not only with deep-seated
prejudices derived from the fierce struggles of the last
century, but also with a lack of political experience,
resulting in an inaptitude for self-government on the
part of the nation at large. This has made the people an
easy prey to glittering theories and resounding phrases.
But free discussion, popular meetings, and attempts at
political combination have extended widely within the
last few years,1 and cannot fail to develop a capacity for
judging of public affairs that will render the people
far less susceptible to the influence of extremists.

There is one real danger ahead of the Republic,
Financial which cannot be treated too seriously, and
dallgers- that is the condition of the finances. For
some time after the war with Germany the treasury was
admirably managed, and France astonished the world
by the rapidity with which she paid the war indemnity;
but before long she fell into the habit, so common in
our day, of framing golden dreams of the future, and
discounting them at once. She poured out money like
water for roads, railroads, and schools; rolled up a
huge debt to pay for them, and even then was unable to
satisfy the expectations she had awakened among her
people.2 At the same time she built huge fortifications,
set up universal military service, and strove to maintain

1  Lebon, France as It Is, p. 94.

2  See Channes, Letter of Jan., 1885.